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APPLICATION FOR FULL MEMBERSHIP 

( Food and Drink )
Confidentiality:

All information will be treated as commercially sensitive and access will be restricted 

to the audit officers and scheme managers.

PLEASE FILL IN THE APPLICATION FORM USING BLOCK CAPITALS AND BLACK INK.

	SECTION ONE: COMPANY INFORMATION

	

	1.1 Trading name of company:
	

	
	

	1.2 Trading address:
	

	
	
	
	

	1.3 Contact Name:
	
	

	
	
	

	1.4 Position:
	
	

	
	
	

	1.5 Contact Tel:
	 
	

	
	
	 

	1.6 Website:
	
	

	
	
	

	1.7 Email:
	
	

	
	

	1.8 Trading Activities:
	

	
	

	1.9 Number of Employees:
	
	

	


Please forward details of your complaints procedure and internal quality audit procedures.

	SECTION TWO: PRODUCTS SUBMITTED FOR APPROVAL


Please complete the following for each of the products that you want accreditation for. If you need additional space for products please photocopy these sheets.  In this example, DFD will check whether 99-acre Wood is covered by the DFD environmental standards.  We may also ask about the thinning policy and sites of work.  NB over 50% of the ingredients need to be from a source covered by the environmental standard.
	2.1 Name of product:
	

	2.2 Description of product:
	

	2.3 List all components / raw materials used, stating whether or not they originate in Dorset.  If they do not originate in Dorset please give reasons and in all cases state the % of the finished product.

	Component / Raw Materials
	Supplier/source
	Reason (if applicable) for not sourcing in Dorset
	DFD Member?
	% of product

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	2.1 Name of product:
	

	2.2 Description of product:
	

	2.3 List all components / raw materials used, stating whether or not they originate in Dorset.  If they do not originate in Dorset please give reasons and in all cases state the % of the finished product.

	Component / Raw Materials
	Supplier/source
	Reason (if applicable) for not sourcing in Dorset
	DFD Member?
	% of product

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


	2.1 Name of product:
	

	2.2 Description of product:
	

	2.3 List all components / raw materials used, stating whether or not they originate in Dorset.  If they do not originate in Dorset please give reasons and in all cases state the % of the finished product.

	Component / Raw Materials
	Supplier/source
	Reason (if applicable) for not sourcing in Dorset
	DFD Member?
	% of product

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Please forward the following for each of the products detailed in the application:

· Any labelling and / or advertising for the products

· Details of traceability of ingredients components
	SECTION THREE: THE DECLARATION


Criteria for all full members:

· The business must be based and operate within Dorset

· The business and its products must comply with all legal requirements.
Criteria for woodland products:

· The wood and any other components must originate from Dorset.

· Sources of components must meet the environmental criteria.

· Any process that has been undertaken must have taken place in Dorset.

Please Note: A product may still be eligible if the majority of its components originate within Dorset providing the remainder cannot be sourced within the county e.g. fastenings

I also declare that all the information that I have provided is true to the best of my knowledge and belief. I understand that giving false or misleading information or failing to notify changes could result in removal from the scheme and possible prosecution. I agree to the conditions of full membership (see appendix two).

I undertake to notify the Scheme in writing of any changes to the above details.

	SIGNED:
	
	  DATE:
	

	PRINT NAME:
	
	  POSITION:
	


Please return to Direct from Dorset, C/o: Dorset Squared, Stinsford Business Centre, Kingston Maurward, Dorchester, Dorset, DT2 8PY, Any queries please contact Billie on 01305 215 103
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Direct from Dorset criteria

Any products that are to be branded ‘Direct from Dorset’ must fit both the locality & environmental criteria.

Why do we have these?

The Direct from Dorset brand promotes local products from local ingredients that are produced in a way that benefits Dorset’s special environment. The organisation also provides other benefits to their producers. To ensure that the products can be considered as from Dorset, first and foremost they must fit the locality requirements. These are written to draw the line between what can be considered local and what can’t. There has to be a cut-off! Locality criteria are assessed by Trading Standards (call 01305 224702 for advice).

The Direct from Dorset environmental criteria were added in 2007 as a response to European legislation and pressure from DfD’s major funders. Changes in European law bring the legality of a locality-only scheme into question but schemes with a quality element (environmental management or product quality) are fully supported. In addition, DfD receives substantial funds from public sources, and it was seen as important that public money was being used to promote products associated with positive environmental management, and not for any products associated with negative environmental impacts. Environmental criteria are assessed by the

Dorset Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty team (call 01305 228239 for advice).

NB: We appreciate that food and land businesses come in all different shapes and sizes. If your business doesn’t fit the criteria set out below but you think you should still qualify for membership, we will be very happy to discuss this. At the end of the day, membership is at the discretion of the DfD Steering Group.

Locality criteria for Direct from Dorset

Non-Processed Products

If the type of product is not listed below then it must be grown, reared or produced in Dorset.

Meat (joints, other cuts and mince)

The animals must have spent 50% of their lives in Dorset. The animals can be slaughtered out of County if Dorset premises are unsuitable (or more distant from the farm than those in neighbouring counties).

Milk

The milk must come from a Dorset herd. It can be processed and packaged out of county.

Fruit and vegetables

These must be either grown from seed in Dorset or can be grown from seedlings as long as the plant spends more than 50% of its life in the County. Neither the seeds nor the seedlings have to be sourced from Dorset.

Wild game

Must be caught and processed in Dorset.

Fish

· Sea fish: Must be landed in Dorset, and should be proven to come from sustainable methods and stocks*
· Other wild fish: Must be caught in Dorset

· Farmed fish: Must have spent at least 50% of their lives in Dorset

· Direct from Dorset criteria for sea fish are being developed – watch this space.

Wood

Wood should be gathered, cut or harvested in Dorset. Mixed wood products (e.g. a chair using a number of types of wood) should comprise over 50% woods of a Dorset origin.

Processed Products

The process must take place in Dorset. Applicants will be required to sign an undertaking to use ingredients that are from Dorset whenever it is reasonable to do so taking into consideration quality, availability and price. In all cases, over 50% of the ingredients (by weight at mixing bowl stage) must originate within Dorset from a source covered by the environmental criteria for the product to be eligible.

Environmental criteria for Direct from Dorset

Environmental criteria for farm-origin products

All Farms

All holdings should be able to demonstrate some conservation effort. Most simply, this can be proven through membership of an agri-environment scheme. However, we recognise that such schemes don’t suit all holdings or businesses, and can approve independent work which is of an equivalent environmental value. Schemes, membership of which guarantees passing this part of the criteria, include:

· Environmental Stewardship (ELS &/or HLS)

· ‘Classic’ schemes (Countryside Stewardship &/or Environmentally Sensitive Areas Schemes)

· Wildlife Enhancement Scheme

Other ways of meeting the criteria include:

· LEAF Marque accreditation

· Endorsement by any of the Dorset Biodiversity Partnership (DBP)*. This may be through participation in their conservation projects or you could ask them to ratify conservation work undertaken on your holding. An environmental good practice guide has been produced for what this conservation work might include.

Animal Products

In addition to the criteria above, the animal products (including leather, etc) should be covered by a welfare standard, e.g.:

· EBLEX Marque

· Organic status from any of the UK certification bodies

· Freedom Foods

· Farm Assured British Beef and Lamb,

·  National Dairy Farm Assured,

· Assured British Pigs

· Assured Chicken Production Schemes

Environmental criteria for wood products
Woodland products should be sourced from woods that are managed according to a plan that takes into account wildlife, landscape and heritage. If the woods are part of a Forestry Commission scheme (e.g. England Woodland Grant Scheme) this covers the requirement. Outside of an FC scheme, a simple management plan is sufficient.

The Woodlink Project (01305 756784) can provide free assistance & support to develop such a plan.

Other wood products may come from incidental / other operations.

· Sourcing sticks from a hedgerow, for instance, has negligible impact if cut at the right time of year – we may ask you to say where and when you source them.

· Low volumes of dead wood used for crafts should have minimal environmental impacts – again, we may ask you to say where and how you source it

· If using arisings from tree surgery, impacts should be covered by Tree Protection Orders and other existing environmental legislation. We may ask the Local Authority Tree Officer for a ‘character reference’.

Environmental criteria for non-farm origin products

Criteria for fish and shellfish, both marine & farmed are to be established. However, any Dorset organic farmed fish or MSC-certified sea fish / shellfish will be eligible at this stage. Fish from other sources could be eligible – please contact us if you think yours should be included.

Criteria for game: Game must be taken from holdings covered by the ‘all farms’ standard above, or according to a sustainable game management programme.

Environmental criteria for processed products

Manufactured products should contain over 50% (by volume or weight) of Dorset-origin ingredients which meet the criteria above. The simplest way to prove this is by using products from another DfD member, but we’re happy to work with you to prove the eligibility of the ingredients from other Dorset sources. At present there is no assessment of the manufacturing process itself, but the Steering Group is investigating how this may be achieved.

· DBP comprises over 35 organisations including DWT, FWAG, the AONBs, Natural England, etc. See here for the current list: http://www.dorsetwildlife.co.uk/the_dorset_biodiversity_partnership.html 

Good practice for farm environmental management

We’re not trying to teach you to suck eggs, but we appreciate that wildlife & conservation may not be your area of expertise. If you’re not in a scheme, this is a guide to what we’d count as ‘conservation effort’. We aren’t about bureaucratic inspections, but would like to have this effort approved by a Dorset Biodiversity Partnership member*. If you’ve not worked with one of these organisations before, the Dorset AONB Countryside Officer

(01305 756785) can chat this through with you, and the Dorset AONB team can be the verifier. We can also identify grants to help you carry out some of these works. 
NB this is just a guide and not an exclusive list – you may be doing other work that isn’t listed that would qualify!

Hedges:

· Rotational management (not annual cutting) of the majority of your hedges. This could be biennial or longer, or be part of a coppicing & laying programme

· Planting any the gaps up on a regular basis

· Replacing or planting more boundary trees

Stone walls:

· Maintaining stone walls on a regular basis

Ditches, streams & rivers:

· Excluding stock from wet ditches

· Having ‘buffer zones’ to protect them from sprays, fertilisers and manures

· Any work to encourage the populations of wild brown trout &/or water vole &/or otter etc

Ponds:

· Creating new wildlife-friendly ponds with shallow edges, aquatic plants and marginal vegetation

·  Managing existing ponds in a wildlife-friendly manner

Grassland:

· Managing grassland (not necessarily all, or even the majority) with low inputs to encourage wildflowers
· Preventing low-input grasslands from scrub encroachment
Arable land:

· Buffering hedges and ditches from operations (over and above the cross-compliance requirements)

· Low-input cropping, particularly spring crops

· Conservation headlands as promoted by the Game Conservancy Trust

· Beetle banks &/or grass field margins &/or cultivated margins

Maize forage:

· Buffering hedges and ditches from operations (over and above the cross-compliance requirements)

· Rotational planting to avoid over-mucking of maize ground

Woodlands & trees:

· Planting trees for wildlife cover

· Managing existing woodlands by sensitive felling &/or harvesting; restocking

· Maintaining pollarding, for example on streamside willows

Shoots & game:

· Using game cover mixes that benefit non-game species (ie not maize-dominated). Millet, quinoa, kale, phacelia (and many more) are all thought to be more wildlife-friendly than maize

· Any steps to encourage &/or maintain a population of wild grey partridge

Wild animals:

· Nesting boxes for owls, bats, dormouse, etc

· Other work to encourage otter, water vole, etc

· Work to control mink

Archaeological sites:

· Maintaining historic sites, e.g. by shallow ploughing / not ploughing monuments, clearing scrub, etc

Sites of Nature Conservation Interest (SNCI):

· SNCIs are non-statutory, locally important sites. The SNCI project is managed by the Dorset Wildlife Trust which carries out surveys and provides management advice. You should know if your holding includes an SNCI, but we can check for you. Managing according to Dorset Wildlife Trust’s advice should qualify 

DBP comprises over 35 organisations including DWT, FWAG, the AONBs, Natural England, etc. See here for the current list: http://www.dorsetwildlife.co.uk/the_dorset_biodiversity_partnership.html 

PLEASE NOTE:

This undertaking will be monitored through the auditing / checking process undertaken by Dorset county council Trading Standards Services. 

The steering group reserves the right to change the criteria to reflect new circumstances. If this happens an announcement will be posted on the website

If you have items that do not easily fit the categories above, contact us for guidance on 01305 215 103.

Where your products do not meet the criteria, yet you consider your product to be eligible, please contact us.  Appeals such as this will be taken to the DFD Steering Group.
APPENDIX TWO

DIRECT FROM DORSET FULL MEMBERSHIP
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An introduction to Full Membership
Full Membership is for businesses that either grow or rear produce grown on Dorset soil, or they make processed products which are made with the majority of ingredients grown or reared on Dorset soil, and the production process takes place within the county.  


 The Direct from Dorset criteria for Full Members

Full members can be craft, wood or food and drink producers, and the criteria for these three main categories are slightly different to reflect the different types of products involved.   More than 50% of the raw materials used must have been grown or reared on Dorset soil, and any processing must take place within the county of Dorset.  Production must take place in an environmentally friendly manner.  Please see individual membership sections for full details.

All businesses must comply fully with relevant trading standards or consumer protection legislation.

 
How much does it cost?

An annual membership fee of 50.00 + VAT (Total: £57.50) will be charged, this is a small cost in relation to the wide benefits which are obtained through membership.

What are the benefits?
Benefits include:
1. Generic brand promotion at shows, events and exhibitions

2. Regular press releases to local and national media, including case studies on individual members.

3. Use of the ‘Direct from Dorset’ logo, which can be displayed on posters, letterheads etc. The logo is available in electronic format.
4. Access to free promotional material, as well as receiving a membership certificate. Currently there are A4 posters, window stickers and information leaflets available.
5. An entry in the Online Directory that can be accessed through the Direct from Dorset website.
6. Member benefits packages including discounted professional photography and web design services, as well as opportunities for relevant training and collaboration in areas such as distribution.  

For more information either visit the website or ring 01305 215 103 and speak to Billie. 

APPENDIX FOUR

Conditions of Full Membership
Membership of the Dorset Accreditation Scheme is subject to certain conditions which are set out below

‘The Scheme’ when referred to in this document means the Dorset Accreditation Scheme (Direct from Dorset) which is, at present, based with Dorset Squared Ltd, Stinsford Business Centre, Kingston Maurward, Dorchester, Dorset, DT2 8PY

‘The Member’ refers to the business whose product / products are accredited as part of the Dorset Accreditation Scheme (Direct from Dorset).

The Member:-

1.
Agrees to ensure all products that are accredited meet and continue to meet the eligibility criteria.

2.
Agrees to ensure that all accredited products and where applicable the ingredients used comply with all the relevant legislation.

3.
Agrees to provide evidence, where applicable, of where ingredients are sourced.

4.
Agrees to notify the Scheme immediately of a change in the ownership of the business and the new owners must confirm in writing that no material change has occurred to the approved product and that they agree to abide by the conditions of the scheme.

5.
Agrees to notify the Scheme immediately of any changes to the products including source, type of ingredients and method of production.

6.
Agrees to co-operate with Dorset County Council’s Trading Standards officers, employees and consultants in carrying out their inspections and testing of products and services.

7.
Agrees to only use the logo on the products for which it is granted.

8.
Agrees to use the logo on the packaging of each approved product and must be in the exact format and colours described.

9.
Undertakes not to use the logo in any way that is likely to mislead the public.

10.
Agrees to pay the subscription fee and realises that non-payment of the fee nullifies membership of the scheme.

11.
Agrees to have a complaints procedure and co-operate fully in the speedy resolution of any complaints whether received by the Scheme, an enforcement agency or the member direct.

Please note the following: 

· The Steering Group may withdraw approval in such circumstances that appear justified. When approval is withdrawn use of the scheme logo must cease immediately.
· The Scheme accepts no legal liability in relation to products or services offered by members. The Dorset Accreditation Scheme or Direct from Dorset purely indicates the origin of the product.
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